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Nineteenth Route Army which was stationed in Fukien under General
Ch'en Ming-shu. After inconclusive fighting in the first half of the
year on all three fronts, in the course of which the 'Reds5 invaded
both Kwangtung and Fukien and threatened the Treaty Port of
Foochow, General Chiang arranged a general offensive for the autumn.
Before this had time to develop, the trouble in Fukien, described
above, began to brew; Canton held its hand; the Nineteenth Army
revolted against Nanking (and was even suspected for a time of
making common cause with the Communist forces); and the National
Commander-in-Chief was compelled to divert troops to the Chekiang
border to meet the Fukienese threat.
In the Kiangsi area the year thus ended in a virtual stalemate.
Farther west, in Szechuan, the 'Red' epidemic, suppressed in 1932,
again broke out both in the neighbourhood of the Yangtse and in the
north-east of the province, where there were incursions from Shensi,
the asylum of the 'Reds' from around Hankow whom Chiang Kai-
shek had dislodged in his 1932 campaign.
For a summing-up of China's political state in 1933, the following
passage may be quoted from an outspoken statement delivered
by the President of the Executive Yuan, Mr. Wang Ching-wei,
on his return from Europe:
China [Mr. Wang declared in conversation with press representatives]
is still dominated by feudal militarism. The people enjoy, generally
speaking, very few rights; they are still far from the constitutional period,
suffering under the oppression of a predatory militarist r6gime. Even
under the nose of the Japanese invasion, armed forces have been utilised
for the purpose of settling internal differences; and, in the last fighting
in Szechuan alone, between 40,000 and 50,000 casualties were suffered.
And while the Central Government is getting stronger every day, it is
yet unable to exercise the full force of its authority over the whole of the
Republic, being in many parts hampered by the prevailing system of
regional independence.
The picture of China's condition would be incomplete without
some mention of the economic tendencies; for the interaction between
political and economic development was particularly close in a
country where the living conditions of the agricultural masses were
intimately affected by the incidence of local wars, and by the pre-
sence or absence of soldiery and of their bandit counterparts, and
where, conversely, it was the state of the peasantry themselves—their
ever varying but never considerable distance from the borderline of
starvation—which had more effect than any other factor in deter-
mining the strength of the Communist and anti-governmental
movements.

